rm oand educatod here my
Lhenna Span
A5 an

architecl, | consider this ety both

BRG] B G LS
oveer three decades

my miise and my home, | feel very
strongly about it wnd, as 1 compare Qi
with other parts of the world that |
have visited, | realise it has lost lis
aissthe e sensitivity

Phie changing Gice of Chennal is
lypified by Mylapore, which was
moe & verdant village of paddy and
groves, Today I s cul
through by the Buckingham canal
willi the kapalveswar lismple as iis

rulturiad nerve cenire. The row bous
= i e Madavesdhis have been
replaced by unmonitored  commer-
cinl development while the 7T
Nogar retailers are n glioey
intrusion  inta the charm o
period  bulldings and  the
majestic emple Gopurnm

Lirbsumissitinn  emnmisi
avoided, bui it can be
plunned. Bad urban plan-
ming mn Chennal bas allowed
hutments to Nank the water
way. A polentially valuable
visuml element s reduced
in expansive open seowoer, Th
thrill of viewing the Advar esiy-
ary from the bridge while erossing
the river has been killed by o Inrg
willled plpe work. To make matters
worse, L is erudely painted in &
Lasiednss pista groen

W proudly display the few her
Hage public bulldings Ieft by the
British, and glorily Old Madras
Whal dboul aesthetic semiliivity o
Lhe emereing New Madreas?

We are a vibrant metropolis with
i thriving industry and eronamy. As
intelleeimls, profsslonnls and wel
are kv
0 rvery paramster of prosgress b

traveliod waorld clliams, wi

Krithika subrahmaniam heads the city's leading

architectural practice Transiorm Design

“WE GLORIFY OLD MADRAS. HOW ABOUT DEMONSTRATING
AESTHETIC SENSITIVITY TO THE EMERGING NEW MADRAS?"

blind o the city’s growth. So many
things are Uniquely Chennai. The
dyar banyan, Kalaksheira, the
beaches, the marriage mandapams
and the kolams on the stroois
Mhings that add spice 0 that intrin
sic flavour are the ‘“Season' in
December the sabhas and the many
LilTin joints that provide suf CIMTIpE-
tition o the piEza revolution,

="

ere & o Chennal we sre &l
prod of. A Chennal which hoosss
indusiries, has ||-|I-:!1'L_-\1 ;-_|||I1|i-.lp|;|,1_‘
progress in infrastructural works, It
has charities and NGOs like th
Barnvan, Sokrit and EHSRkL doing
path-breaking sovial work. Wi b
the Caneer Insttate, hi-tech hospi-
tals. MHls and

s who make us

swell with pride. Chennai is o iy
where peaple feel safe walking a
night. where women are respected,
and intellect and talent are the Tore
miosl msasure of 8 man
Bul there is another face o the
city. Heality is also slums with poor
living conditions and pollution. Not
0 lorget the encroachments by the
small stores that clog the roads and
platforms or the sheer injustice o
children begping
Chennal which we abuse, by wrning
n blind wve o building violations, wol-
erating litter on the road and ni
reacting to unstable hoardings
lgmoring this reality, we try o
add gloss o Chonnai with posh
boutiques and swanky mulii-
plexes. But the sleek buildings
on the IT highway eannot
hide the encroachments and
the lacelil at the alrport
does nol hide the crode

SENE

Ihere s also g

meesthegin
irrival
gret but it needs a realit
check. I collective thoughe
can be given o urban plan-
bl
health and infrastructures, the
intirrvontion will be timelyv. Then
the Chennal of the Toiore will b
ane Wi nre prowd of. Onee lnbelod g
'-||'I'!:J_'| limam ol now toubed as e
metro with potential, it can definiie-
iy I the forarnme

.a] HERN

Chenngal is doing

Mming. sl s

hi werage Lhennoiiie st

believes “less is more’. prople under
play their achlevements and busi-
nesss promcton 1S understated, The
energes sivid on wastefol exhibi-
ticnism on a personal front nesd (o
bt channelisd Into & resuli-orienied
approach to pubdic issies. The need
ol the hour is greator pesthotic i

sty bo the ciiys prowih. =



